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“In the interests of local autonomy each function would be given to the lowest appropriate level of government.
Municipalities would have first priority in the sense that no function would be given to the prefecture or
national government which could be performed adequately by municipalities. The prefecture would be given
second priority, and the national government would assume only those functions which cannot be administered
effectively under local direction.” (Appendix A)

ERVERWRC e B X Qmunicipalitiesswy [BXEZ] VRV #RXwWE LW [EEZ] VO
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“Our suggestions for change are based on two facts. The first fact is that local autonomy is one of the
announced goals of the Occupation and of the Japanese government. The second fact is that local autonomy is far
from being fully achieved at the present moment, and has little chance of being achieved unless the fiscal powers
of the local governments are strengthened, including a more equal division of power among the richer and poorer
areas.” (Chapter 2)
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